16 March 2020

From the Principal
School Community
With our whole school inquiry concept being ‘Community’ this term I thought it important to highlight how DMPS
engages with community inside and outside of the school and the benefits these relationships have on student outcomes.
Effective schools establish links and build relationships with a broad range of people and organisations to expand opportunities and improve outcomes for their students. They recognise that developing relationships with the local community, business, government, and community organisations as well as other education providers, strengthens the
capacity of schools and families to support their students' learning and development outcomes. Such relationships also
support the potential to enhance social inclusion and build social capital for a school and its community. These relationships provide access to expertise, facilities, resources, support and services, opening up additional opportunities
for students to reach their full potential and achieve outcomes.
Schools that partner with families and community-based organisations create a network of support for student wellbeing and engagement. Such networks can mitigate against barriers to student learning such as ill health, bullying and
isolation. Genuine school/family partnerships are based on trust and mutual respect and support the school's vision
and values. They have the greatest impact when they are focused on student learning and wellbeing and underpinned
by student agency.
Preps
Congratulations to our Prep Students This term our Prep students have commenced full time schooling. Once again I
must congratulate them on a fabulous start to their schooling. I enjoy visiting their classrooms and sharing their learning and enthusiasm. It is amazing how quickly young children absorb new learnings and information and many of
them have visited the office to celebrate their reading, writing, mathematics and letter knowledge attempts. Once
again a big thank you and congratulations to our parents/carers for preparing your children for their first year in primary education.
Hats
A reminder to all children and parents that during Terms 1 and 4, all children are required to wear a hat. All children
should have their own hat and it should be brought to school everyday or they can be left at school. It’s important that
you name your child’s hat to ensure that it is returned to them if it is lost.

Dates to Remember
Friday 20 March

DMPS Cross Country 9 - 10.30am Families welcome

Friday 27 March

Last day of Term 1 - 1.30 finish

Tuesday 14 April

Term 2 begins

Coronavirus
The Premier, Minister for Health and Victorian Chief Health Officer has announced that preparations are well underway to manage the growing risk of an emerging COVID-19 pandemic outbreak in Victoria. Victoria is well-prepared
to deal with an outbreak, and the Department of Education and Training is working closely with the Department of
Health and Human Services (DHHS) to plan for and respond to the likely impact on our schools. What we will do If a
staff member or student at our school is in one of the categories below, our school will contact DHHS on 1300 651 160
for advice on what to do next. The school will also contact the Department’s Incident Support and Operations Centre
on Categories for contacting DHHS:




The person is a confirmed case of COVID-19
The person is a close contact of a confirmed case of COVID-19 in the past 14 days.
‘Close contact’ is defined by DHHS as someone who has had at least 15 minutes of face-to-face contact with a
confirmed case, or shared a closed space with someone for more than two hours with a confirmed case.

Good hygiene practices are the most effective means of minimising the spread of COVID-19, and our school will continue to encourage these practices. Unless you have a student or staff member in one of the two above categories, you
do not need to take further action. School closures will be made on the recommendation of Victoria’s Chief Health
Officer. Once this occurs, DHHS will inform the Department of Education and Training, and they will then work with
the school to implement the closure. Maintaining good hygiene at our school Good hygiene practices are the most effective means of minimising the spread of Novel coronavirus (COVID-19).
Our school is reminding staff, students and families that everyone can protect against infections by practising good
hand and respiratory hygiene. Here are some tips that everyone at our school can follow:




Cover your mouth and nose when coughing and sneezing with a tissue, or cough into your elbow.
Dispose of the tissue into a bin and then wash your hands afterwards.
Wash your hands regularly, using soap and water, including after using the toilet, and before eating. Alcohol-based
sanitiser (greater than 60 per cent alcohol) is a good back-up if soap and water is not readily accessible.
see https://www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/victorian-public-coronavirus-disease-covid-19.

Reading at home
Children should be taking home books to read from school that are of interest and are easy to read or read their own
books from home. As a parent having a book chat helps your child to reflect on the content and meaning of their favourite books. Recalling information on plot and characters is also very important. As your child moves through primary school, ask more questions when discussing a book. Some further questions might include:
 Does the main character change in the story?
 How does the character change?
 If you could change the ending of this book, what would it be?
 What do you think is the story’s main message?
 What is your opinion about the story’s main message?
 Can you relate the story or message to another event or issue?
 How could other people see it differently?
 For younger children reading together is a valuable thing to do.
Reading increases your child’s vocabulary and understanding of the world. Reading also gives them confidence when
using language. Reading is an important way to make the link between spoken words and written words.
Here are some general tips:
 Visit your local library to select and read books together, and to attend story time sessions. Library story time sessions are a great way to share the joy of reading with your child in a group setting.
 Encourage your child to choose reading materials that match their interests. ü Set aside time for reading every day.
 Encourage your child to take over some or all of the reading if they feel confident.
 If your child is confident, allow them to read without interruption. Fluency increases with confidence. Discuss mistakes after a block of reading, or in subsequent readings.
 Allow your child to read at their own pace. Model good pace when you read to them.
 Give your child the opportunity to re-read books.

Swimming
The students at DMPS have been attending a fantastic swimming at Kensington Community Recreation Centre (KCRC). The Prep
and Grade 1 students participated in a five-day program while the students from Grades 2 – 6 finished their nine-day program
last week.
The staff have marvelled at the progress of each and every learner during the program and each student was given an award for
their amazing effort.

The staff would like to say thank you to the family members that were able to come along and help out with their children, and
the staff at KCRC.
In The 3 – 6 Grades
Can you believe that we are more than halfway through Term One of 2020? The beginning of the school year is always a busy
time for the staff and students at DMPS, but we have all settled into our classes. We have been putting into practise all of our
new knowledge in challenging and exciting ways.
In the 3-6 team our focus has been on developing class routines, rituals and the grades’ Classroom Essential Agreements. Essential Agreements are unique to each class and reflect both our personal and whole-school values. Our students have been introduced to the Reading, Writing and Mathematics Workshop Models, which we use daily to teach literacy and numeracy. Smart
Spelling has been introduced and is practised daily at school, while also forming part of your child’s weekly homework.
Reading, Writing and Mathematics
Reading has focused on setting up good reading habits, creating our classroom
libraries and establishing Home Reading expectations. Students should be
reading at home for at least 20 minutes a day. Students are developing their
reading stamina and setting personal goals.
Writers’ Notebooks have been introduced and the students are learning about the structure of a narrative and how to make their
writing more interesting.

In Mathematics the emphasis is on Place Value. The
students are representing and manipulating numbers
using different materials and reinforcing number sense
with Place Value games.
Social and Emotional Learning
Students have also been training their brains to use growth mindset during learning and everyday school life. A growth mindset is
the belief that intelligence improves through study, practise and having a go. People with a growth mindset tend to see challenges as opportunities to grow, because they understand that they can improve by pushing themselves if something is hard. They
know that the brain is like a muscle and needs to be pushed and exercised.
This is what Grade 5/6 brainstormed on how to have a positive growth mindset:

Wow, what a list!

READING INTERVENTION PROGRAM

One of the ways many schools seek to improve students’ literacy growth is by adding reading intervention programs to
the existing literacy curriculum. The main purpose of reading intervention is to improve students’ reading by helping
increase their decoding, fluency, comprehension or vocabulary.
In addition to our classroom reading instruction, we are working closely with groups of students to improve their reading comprehension. We have focused on the question-answer relationship (QAR) strategy which helps students understand the different types of questions. It teaches students how to ask questions about their reading and where to find
the answers to them. Each group is designed to meet the individual needs of students within a small group setting.
By improving their reading skills, students gain the ability to read smoothly and more efficiently which can been an
advantage to all parts of their education. Most reading intervention programs also help to build and expand a student’s
vocabulary.
PREMIERS’ READING CHALLENGE

DMPS students are REA DING… READING… READING because another Victorian Premiers' Reading Challenge is
underway! The Challenge is now in its 16th year and, since the challenge first began in 2005, more than 2.8 million
students have read nearly 48 million books. Literacy and numeracy skills lay the foundation for success in learning
and in life. The challenge is a practical and fun way for children and students from birth to year 10 to build these life
skills. So parents, guardians and carers, please encourage and support your kids to read at home every day!
Respectful Relationships

Respectful relationships is… empowering children and young people to develop healthy, equal and respectful friendships and relationships.
Staff at DMPS are beginning to undertake professional learning about the Respectful Relationships program being
rolled out by the Department of Education, Victoria. All government schools are expected to be teaching to this initiative by March 2021. We are excited to be leading a team of schools and will begin implementing different aspects of
the program in the coming months. The Respectful Relationships program, developed in conjunction with the University of Melbourne, forms a core component of the Victorian Curriculum from Prep – Year 6.
It focuses on educating students on resilience, rights and respectful relationships. The program will complement and
enhance all the great wellbeing approaches already embedded in our school, including our school values, school learning behaviours, restorative conferences, circle time, Seasons For Growth etc. We look forward to including our school
community, and broader community in this journey, with the inclusion of informative articles in the school newsletter,
access to free parenting webinars, as well community events/ information evenings

STEAMDANCE PROGRAM - The Australian Ballet Education
STEAMDANCE uses a dance-education approach to support learning about STEM subjects; science, technology, engineering and
maths.
Think about how you might use movement as fractions or to create special patterns; to ask questions like, what is the angle of an
arabesque, or how might you balance your weight when you lift a partner?
In previous years, schools have used our program to support themes such as fractions, angles, force, states of matter, natural
disasters, the solar system, sustainability and many more.

STEAMDANCE is a national program funded by our donors and sponsors. Only twelve schools per year are invited to take part in
our Melbourne offerings. This program will highlight how easy it is to incorporate the fun of dance into your curriculum objectives, with the option to choose from a weekly delivery (one day per week) in one of two blocks.

OVERALL OBJECTIVES
The STEAM program aims to provide students with an unforgettable dance experience and is led by The Australian Ballet’s Dance
Education team, who are educators and professional dancers.
Our dance workshops aim to:


Complement key STEAM objectives in the curriculum by working closely with the class teacher to support curricular themes
and content






Support key general capabilites such as critical and creative thinking, problem solving, literacy and numeracy
Include every student in an accessible and inspiring way
Increase skills through practical dance exercises that encourage individual and cooperative learning
Increase interest in dance and knowledge of arts careers, while also providing an opportunity for the students to interact
with our dancers
Increase knowledge about health and well being through exercise, body confidence and food choices



The Australian Ballet will provide a free program to your school one day per week for a five week block each year. This includes
up to four classes per room or space each day, and sessions are designed for Grade 3 and above.

This term’s unit of Thinkers’ Lab is Organisation of Dots. Students participate in whole class sessions twice a
week and a small group session once a week.

This is as example of a
student’s through process before beginning
the task. In this example,
the student has written
down everything she has
noticed about the page.

In these sessions, students are using language to discuss what they notice about the task and coming up
with strategies (that may or may not work for everyone) to be successful. As a class, we have been focusing
on the Cognitive Function of slowing down. Whilst students are reminded to slow down and to think before
doing, we also have a discussion around how slowing down can help us in other parts of our everyday lives.
These are a few examples students have come up with:

- When I slow down when playing soccer, then I can kick more accurately and score goals.
- When I slow down when writing, then I can focus on my handwriting and write neatly.
- When I slow down when doing Math, then I can thinking about my answer instead of calling

out a random number.

Electives
Electives are a new and innovative program running again in Term Two within the 3-6 learning community.
These electives have been developed to enable students to:
Experience and develop enterprising behaviours
Develop agency through planning, guiding and developing their own actions within their chosen elective
Participate in subjects that have strong connections between real life and the Victorian Curriculum.
The electives running in Term Two are: Leadership, Enterprise Cafe, 100 Stories of Debney Meadows and
City Builders.

Robotics
Students in 5/6L will begin a robotics program this term during inquiry. After learning the basics of coding
and building a WeDo robot, students will be challenged to plan, design and build a robot that can warn
communities about impending natural disasters or help with the clean-uprescue following a disaster.

Learning to build and code
our robots.

HEALTHY LUNCH BOXES

Students need to eat a variety of foods every day to be healthy and perform well at school.
School lunches should include at least one item from each food group and also include water.

Sweet and savoury snack foods (e.g. muesli bars, biscuits, chips, cakes) should be
limited in lunchboxes. Lollies should not be
in lunchboxes. Too much sugar, from foods
like lollies and biscuits, can be bad for
learning and memory and we want to
make sure everyone has the best chance
for learning at school.

SOCIAL AND EMOTIONAL LEALRNING AT DEBNEY MEADOWS

We have had a wonderful start to the term, and have been excited to begin some new programs, and continue with others we started in term 1. Here is a brief update on the programs students have been working
on so far this term:

Grade 5/6 Girls Mentoring: On Monday after school, the grade 5/6 girls began their mentoring program
with Brandon and Matilda from Mackillop Family Services. The girls worked together to construct towers
from newspapers, and then joined in an activity to identify their strengths and share them with the group.
The session revealed many qualities in our students, and the girls really enjoyed the session.
Grade 3/4 Excursion to Mt Atkinson: Our grade 3/4 students attended an excursion to Mt Atkinson last Friday. We were fortunate to have perfect weather on the day, and some mums were able to come along,
which was wonderful. The students took on challenges and worked together to try new things. They enjoyed bike riding, making art in nature, and slack lining up trees. We are very happy that our students had
this opportunity – thank you to Mark and Michael at Mt Atkinson Community Centre for facilitating the day.
Grade 5/6 MACC Program: Our grade 5/6 class is continuing with their Social and Emotional Learning Program on Tuesdays this term. This week students worked in the art room to paint their own piece of a giant
jigsaw puzzle – next week they will use cooperation and teamwork skills to put the puzzle back together.

NAPLAN

Next week our Year 3 and Year 5 students will be participating in NAPLAN. NAPLAN is a yearly series of tests undertaken by students in years 3, 5, 7 and 9 throughout Australia.
During NAPLAN week it is essential that students are:
- At school on time (8:50am) to ensure they are settled before testing starts
- Well rested (going to bed nice and early)
- Eating healthily to ensure their brains are getting the energy it needs to answer the questions.
Our testing schedule is:


Tuesday 14th 930am - Language conventions Tuesday 14th 1140am - Writing



Wednesday 15th 930am - Reading



Thursday 16th 930am - Mathematics

Please do not hesitate to ask your classroom teacher if you have any questions.

UNIFORMS
The Winter Uniform should be worn in Term 2 and Term 3.
GIRLS – Winter uniform consists of :
Long Sleeve Polo Shirt
Winter skirt
Navy Blue Leggings

Bomber Jacket
Black School Shoes
Optional Items are – White Head Scarf or Beanie
Boys – Winter uniform consists of :
Long Sleeve Polo Shirt
Blue Long Pants
Bomber Jacket

Black School Shoes
Optional Items are – Beanie

Please come to the office if you need to purchase new winter uniform items.
The summer dress is to be worn in Term 1 and 4 only

